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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EURE-00 CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 

DLOS-04 SAL-01 OES-05 OFA-01 ACDA-10 10-11 /101 W 

076943 

P R 131714Z JAN 76 

FM AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5951 

INFO COMICEDEFOR 

CINCLANT 

CNO WASHDC 

SECDEF WASHDC 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 

AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 

AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY OSLO 

AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 

USMISSION NATO PRIORITY 

UNCLAS REYKJAVIK 0067 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS PFOR IC UK 

SUBJECT: ICELAND-UK FISHERIES DISPUTE: COALITION LEADERS PREDICT 
DIPLOMATIC BREAK 

1 . AFTERNOON DAILY DAGBLADID JANUARY 13 CITED LEADERS FROM BOTH 
COALITION PARTIES AS SAYING THAT DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH UK 
WILL BE SEVERED EITHER TOMORROW OR NEXT DAY. PAPER SAID IT HAD 
INTERVIEWED INDPENDENCE PARTY VICE CHAIRMAN GUNNAR THORODSSEN 
AND ALTHING FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN THORARINN 
THORARINSSON (PROGRESSIVE PARTY), BOTH OF WHOM SAID IT WAS SAFE 
TO PREDICT DIPLOMATIC BREAK. (DABGLADID IS NOMINALLY INDEPENDENT 
PAPER, BUT HAS CLOSE TIES TO SO-CALLED THORODSSEN WING OF IP.) 

2. THORARINSSON SAID FINAL DECISION ON BREAK WOULD COME FROM 
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COMMITTEE. HE BASED PREDICTION THAT BREAK WOULD OCCUR ON 
EXPECTED DECISION FROM MARITIME COURT BLAMING BRITISH FRIGATE 
FOR MOST RECENT RAMMING INCIDENT ON FISHING GROUNDS. 

3. ACCORDING TO INTERVIEWS, CONSULAR OFFICES WILL REMAIN OPEN, 

THOUGH AMBASSADORS OF BOTH COUNTRIES WILL BE WITHDRAWN. FRANCE 
WILL REPRESENT UK IN ICELAND WHILE NORWAY WILL REPRESENT ICELAND 
IN UK. 

IRVING 
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